
Welcome to Reception

Mrs Smith, Mrs Rowlands, Ms Byrnes, Miss Sowton
Mrs Sampson and Mrs Gale

Expectations, Events and the Early Years Curriculum



Topics

Autumn Term: All About Me and 
Celebrations and Colour!

Spring Term: Fairy Tale Journeys and 
Amazing Animals!

Summer Term: Into the Garden and 
Wonderful Water



Homework
• Daily reading 

• Phonics practise using Felicity Phoneme’s envelope of resources 

• Weekly EYFS Newsletter – ideas to consolidate learning



Reading
Prioritising reading every day will have the biggest impact on 
your child’s progress. 

Send their book bags with their books into school everyday. We 
change books on a Monday. 

Write in reading journal every time you read.  

Use the ideas from the packs, parents evening and SOS evening.



Rewards
House points: in recognition on positive behaviour in the 
classroom and around school. These points add into the whole 
school house point system. 
Merit points: individual rewards for exemplary work and 
behaviour. Children will need to gain 44 Merits to achieve their 
Bronze/Silver/Gold/Star Awards. 



Online Safety
We know that social media is a major part of adult everyday lives, 
please be vigilant around the ways in which your child is 
interacting with technology.

Some resources that may help:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-
media/
https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2023/07/Parental-Controls-booklet-2023.pdf



End of year expectations for Reception
Communication and Language – Early Learning Goals

Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with 
relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and 
small group interactions. • Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their 
understanding. • Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and 
peers

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using 
recently introduced vocabulary. • Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. • Express their ideas 
and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses 
and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.

How can we help? 
 Daily story time
 Time to talk
 Small world, role play & puppets
 Board games 
 Model correct use of standard English & new vocabulary 
 Open ended questions
 Turn off the TV, phones and tablets 



Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Early Learning Goals

Self-Regulation • Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour 
accordingly. • Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses 
when appropriate. • Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in 
activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 
Managing Self • Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of 
challenge. • Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. • Manage their own basic 
hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food 
choices. Building Relationships • Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. • Form positive attachments to 
adults and friendships with peers. • Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.

How can we help? 
 Responsibility
 Board games
 Stories about feelings
 Strategies to self regulate
 Practising putting on clothes
 Short, simple instructions
 Repeat instructions



Literacy – Early Learning Goals
Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 

narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. • Anticipate (where appropriate) key 
events in stories. • Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, 
nonfiction, rhymes and poems and during role play

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. • Read words 
consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. • Read aloud simple sentences and books that 
are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. • Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. • Write simple phrases and sentences
that can be read by others.

How can we help? 
 Sing Song of Sounds 
 Funky Fingers 
 Mark making & writing for different purposes 
 Sound talk
 Word building games
 Reading a range of text and re-enacting favourite stories
 Visit and join the library
 Rhyme
 Dough gym



Mathematics – Early Learning Goals
Number: Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. • Subitise 
(recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. • Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting 
or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including 
double facts.
Numerical Patterns:
Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system. • Compare quantities up to 10 in 
different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. 
• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how 
quantities can be distributed equally.

How can we help? 
 Counting 
 Number songs
 Number hunts 
 Subitising
 Board games 
 Shape hunt 
 Shape pictures and model making 
 Creating and hunting for patterns 
 Role play e.g. shop, post office
 Sand and water 
 Problem solving & reasoning within daily routines



Physical Development – Early Learning Goals
Gross Motor Skills: Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. • Demonstrate 
strength, balance and coordination when playing. • Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping 
and climbing. 
Fine Motor Skills • Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. • Use a 
range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. • Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing

Physical
Development
How can we help? Visit local parks     

 Swimming
 Ride a bike/scooter
 Learn to skip
 Find a sport/physical activity of interest
 Climb trees
 Hula hoop
 Sweeping leaves
 Clean the car
 Woodwork
 Digging

 Playdough
 Cutlery
 Scissors
 Junk modelling
 Weaving/threading
 Paint
 Draw and mark make with a variety of tools
 Demonstrate the correct grip of a pencil



Expressive Arts and Design – Early Learning Goals

Creating with Materials 
 Use a variety of materials, tools and techniques
 Experiment with colour, form, texture and function
 Talk about their creations, explain 

processes/materials/joining techniques and the reasons 
for their choices

 Use new vocabulary
 Use props and creations in play 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 

 Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories 
 Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs
 Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories 
 Dance - practise moving in time with music

Understanding the World – Early Learning Goals

Past and Present 
 Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in 

society
 Talk about and know some similarities and differences between 

things in the past and now
 Understand the past through settings, characters and events 

encountered in books 
People, Culture and Communities 
 Describe their immediate environment
 Know some similarities and differences between different 

religious and cultural communities in this country
 Explain some The Natural World similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other countries
The Natural World
 Observe, explore and talk about the natural world around them
 Talk about and know some similarities and differences between 

the natural world around them and contrasting environments
 Understand some important processes and changes in the 

natural world around them, including the seasons and changing 
states of matter

‘Using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories,    
non-fiction texts and maps.

Drawing on their experiences and what has been read.’



Upcoming Events
Christmas Performances – 2nd and 3rd December

Christmas Stay and Play- TBC

Class Visits – January/February – more information to follow

Volunteers – We need volunteers for a range of activities and events 
throughout the year including, cookery, reading and trips. Please 
contact the school office to organise a DBS check and Safeguarding 
training to become a volunteer. Thank you!


