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PROGRESSION OF HISTORY VOCABULARY 

GENERAL HISTORICAL VOCABULARY 
YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

 old 
 new  
 Different 
 Same 
 today, 

yesterday, 
tomorrow 

 past  
 a long  
   time ago  
 picture 
 photograph 
 famous 
 Queen 

 

 a long time ago 
 when I was 

little 
 past 
 since I was born  
 famous  
 queen  
 king  
 rule  
 years  
 difference  
 object  
 artefact  
 picture  
 photograph 
 local area  
 explain  
 used for 
 older 
 newer 
 recently 

 before/after  
 past/present 
 then/now 
 chronological 

order  
 earlier 
 later  
 historical  
 event  
 Britain  
 older person  
 source  
 research  
 evidence 
 compare 
 rich / poor 
 when 

grandparents 
were young 

 BC/AD  
 ancient  
 timeline  
 period  
 Brits  
 settlers  
 settlement  
 invaders/invasion 
 conquer(ed)  
 combat  
 archaeologists  
 excavate  
 evidence  
 similarities/ 

differences  
 information finding 

skills  
 historical information  
 historian 

 recent history  
 decade  
 century 
 time difference  
 shape our lives  
 Wealthy/poor 
 chronology  
 items 
 accurate picture 

of the past  
 historical 

argument  
 point of view 

 comparison  
 role of Britain  
 Christian 

values  
 Crime 
 punishment 
 Hypothesis 
 Civilizations 
 Significance 
 Primary 

evidence 
 Secondary 

evidence 
 Democracy 

 

 societies  
 summarise  
 major influence  
 world history  
 changes/ continuity  
 persuade 
 viewpoint 
 propaganda 
 discrimination  
 Primary evidence 
 Secondary 

evidence 
 Chronology 
 Evidence 
 Change 
 Continuity  
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HISTORY TOPIC SPECIFIC VOCABULARY 
My Family & Me 
Family tree 
When I was little 
Grandparents 
Mother 
Father 
Sister 
Brother 
Old 
Older 
Oldest 
Young 
Younger 
Youngest 
Grow 
Years 
Birthday 
 
Dinosaurs 
A long time ago 
Names of dinosaurs 
Fossil 
Bones 
Museum 
Curator 
 

Toys from the Past 
Toys 
Old  
Oldest 
New 
Newest  
Present  
Invention  
Victorian  
Moving toys 
Museum 
Grandparents 
Names of toys e.g. 
rocking horse 
Pull along 
Electric  
Wind up  
Clockwork 
Handmade  
Machines 
Games 
Figurines 
Locomotive 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
 

The Great Fire of 
London 
King Charles II 
17th century / 1666 
London 
Pudding Lane 
St Paul’s Cathedral 
River Thames 
diary 
eye witness 
architect  
Sir Christopher Wren 
The Monument 
 
 
 
Victorian Seasides 
 
Queen Victoria 
Victorians  
bathing machine 
steam train 
promenade 
pier 
Punch and Judy show 
theatre 
entertainment 
seaside / beach 
 

Stone & Iron Age/ 
Ancient Greece 
hunter gatherer 
prehistoric 
Palaeolithic 
Mesolithic 
Neolithic 
roundhouse 
Celts 
empire 
Parthenon 
temple 
Gods and Goddesses  
Extinct 
Skara Brae 
Stonehenge 
Olympics 
democracy  
Architecture 
philosopher 
 
Rocks & Fossils/ 
Plants/local history 
palaeontologist 
preserve 
Mary Anning 
Fossils 
Vehicles 
Horse-drawn 
Clothing 
Evidence 
Comparison 
Land-use 
 
 

Romans 
Centurion 
Emperor 
Gladiator 
Britannia 
Senate 
Roman baths 
Amphitheatre 
Hadrian’s Wall 
Colosseum 
Mosaic 
 
Anglo Saxons 
Kingdoms 
Legacy 
Wessex 
Mercia 
Northumbria 
Anglia 
Kent 
King Alfred the Great 
Settlements 
 
Vikings  
Norse raids 
Vicious 
Long ship 
Odin 
Thor 
Scandinavia 
Danelaw 
Invasion 
Plunder 
Valhalla 
Valkyrie 

Ancient Egypt 
Pharaoh 
Tomb 
Pyramid 
Hieroglyphs 
Sarcophagus 
Mummification 
After-life 
Papyrus 
Scarab 
Egyptologist 
 
Maya Civilization 
Codice 
Chichen Itza 
Cacao 
Maize 
Kukulkán 
pok-ta-pok 
City-states 
Sacrifice 
 
Tudors 
Coronation 
Roman Catholic 
Protestant 
Reformation 
Succession 
Spanish Armada 

Conflict  
Axis  
Allies  
Nazi  
evacuation  
evacuee  
Blitz  
Rationing  
refugees  
Concentration camp  
Prejudice 
 
Explorers 
Legacy 
Pioneer/pioneering 
 

 


