
NORTH HEATH COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

PROGRESSION OF GEOGRAPHY VOCABULARY 
YR Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Locational 
 Earth 
 globe 
 town 
 seaside 
 countryside 

 

Human/Physical 
 jungle / woods 
 island 
 desert 
 pond / lake 
 stream / river 
 road  / path 
 hot / cold 
 field / park 
 beach / sea 
 farm 
 house 

 

Enquiry  
 same / alike 
 different  
 prefer 

 

Fieldwork / Mapping 
 forward 
 backwards 
 towards / away 
 around / through 
 over / under 
 behind / above 
 in front 
 between 
 near / next to 
 map 
 journey 

Locational 
 countries 
 England 
 Scotland 
 Wales 
 Northern Ireland 
 Horsham 
 West Sussex 
 London 
 Cardiff 
 Belfast  
 Edinburgh 
 atlas 

 

Human/Physical 
 environment 
 village / city 
 town / country 
 capital city 
 hill / mountain 
 valley 
 lake / loch 
 road / path 
 building / house 
 shop/supermarket 
 ocean /sea 
 harbour 

 

Enquiry 
 compare  
 like / dislike 

 

Fieldwork / Mapping 
 left / right 
 clockwise / anti 
 weather  
 seasons 

Locational 
 continents 
 equator 
 location 
 North/South Pole 
 Arctic 
 Antarctica 
 Australia 

 

Human/Physical 
 Environment 
 ocean  
 climate 
 population 
 rural / urban 
 coast / coastal 
 cliff / beach 
 pier 
 port 
 pollution 

 

Enquiry 
 compare  
 similarities 
 differences 
 patterns 
 everyday life 

 

Fieldwork / Mapping 
 North 
 South 
 East 
 West 
 Aerial 
 Symbol 
 Key 
 route 

Locational 
 position 
 locality 
 United Kingdom 
 British Isles 
 counties 

 

Human/Physical 
 settlement 
 subsistence 
 water source 
 fuel source 
 land use 
 summit  
 elevation 
 ecosystem 
 features 

 

Enquiry 
 observation 
 comparison 
 contrast 
 describe 
 environmental  
 interpret 
 graph 
 sketch 

 

Fieldwork / Mapping 
 viewpoint 
 plan 
 ordnance survey 
 contour lines 
 representation 
 navigation 
 quadrants 
 scale 

Locational 
 Europe 
 European Countries 
 local / locality 
 regional 
 national 
 international 
 locate 

 

Human/Physical 
 mountain range 
 volcano 
 earthquake 
 main road 
 motorway 
 natural 
 man-made 
 habitat 
 characteristics 

 

Enquiry 
 environmental 

issue/change  
 opinion 
 collate 
 analyse 
 explain 

 

Fieldwork / Mapping 
 compass points 
 North East 
 South East 
 North West 
 South West 
 grid reference 
 proximity 
 region / area 

Locational 
 Amazon 
 South America 
 S. American 

countries 
 tropics 
 Andes 
 Sayers Croft 
 Thames 
 British rivers 

 

Human/Physical 
 meander 
 bank/ cliff/ beach 
 erosion /deposition 
 distribution 
 source / mouth 
 tributary 
 facilities 
 rainforest 
 canopy 
 emergent layer 
 understorey 
 environmental 

impact 
 

Enquiry 
 Investigate 
 measure 
 determine 
 predict 
 hypothesise 
 examine 

 

Fieldwork / Mapping 
 plot 
 sketch map 

Locational 
 latitude 
 longitude 
 hemisphere 
 time zones 
 world mountain 

ranges 
 world’s oceans 

 

Human/Physical 
 volcano 
 caldera 
 lava 
 cone 
 active / dormant 
 crevasse 
 mountain face 
 vertical/horizontal 
 plate tectonic 
 crust 
 mantle 
 magma 
 core 
 conditions 

 

Enquiry 
 enquire 
 extrapolate 
 satellite 
 thematic map 
 interaction 
 biodiversity 
 conservation 

 

Fieldwork / Mapping 
 bearing 
 legend 

 


