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PROGRESSION OF DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY VOCABULARY 

MASTERING TECHNIQUES VOCABULARY 
 YR Y1/2 Y3/4 Y5/6 

DESIGN 
 

Draw, label, plan, use  criteria, develop, example, 
ideas, materials, model, 
purpose, research, template, 
use 

 adapt, annotate, application, 
brief, consumer, criteria, 
cross-section, diagrams, 
organise, product, prototype, 
target audience, test 

 aesthetics, annotated sketch, 
design brief, design 
specification, function, 
innovation, mock-up, purpose 
design brief, research, user 

TECHNICAL 
KNOWLEDGE & 
MAKING 

 make, build, combine, join, 
shape, tools, fold, fix, cut, 
tape, glue, stick, strong, 
attach 

 accurate, attach, decorate, 
features, measure, secure, 
sketch, stable, stiff 

 adhesive, stitch, dimensions, 
durable, fastening, finishing 
off, form, hem and turn, 
lattice, materials, mould, 
needle, packaging, 
presentation, structure, 
template, thread 

 axle, battery, circuit, 
conductor, drive, electrical 
system, frame structure, gear, 
insulator, mechanical system, 
motor, pattern pieces, 
permanent, pulley, reinforce, 
rotation, seam allowance, 
stiffen, strengthen 

EVALUATING  better, change, different, 
dislike, improve, instead, 
like, next time 

 adapt, alter, evaluate, finished 
product, future, modify, 
original, prefer, progress, 
purpose, useful 

 alter, analyse, assess, 
develop, edit, effective, 
function, improve, 
improvement, outcome, 
successful, test 

 alternatives 
 design criteria, effective, fit for 

purpose, function, 
functionality, models, quality, 
end user satisfaction 

 COOKERY 
  wash, clean, recipe, spoon, 

cut, mix, knife, healthy, 
unhealthy 

 ingredients, recipe, hygiene, 
prepare, grater, zester, juicer, 
masher, peel, measure, mix, 
rub, beat 

 savoury, whisk, crush, knead, 
creaming, balance, millilitre, 
gram, preparation, combine, 
presentation, texture 

 combine, protein, 
carbohydrates, adapt, refine, 
substitute, appearance, 
accurate, calculate, scale, 
palatable 

 


