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PROGRESSION OF ART VOCABULARY 

GENERAL ARTISTIC VOCABULARY - Developing ideas and taking inspiration from the greats (classic and modern) 
 YR Y1/2 Y3/4 Y5/6 

 Idea, art, artist, drawing, 
painting, sculpture, collage, 
printing, textiles 

 work, work of art, idea, observe, 
focus, design, improve. 

 Line, pattern, texture, form, 
record, detail, question, observe, 
refine 

 sketchbook, develop, refine, 
texture, shape, form, pattern, 
structure, influence, culture. 

MASTERING TECHNIQUES VOCABULARY 
 YR Y1/2 Y3/4 Y5/6 

Mastering 
techniques – 
DRAWING 
 

sketch, draw, line, shape, 
detail, wax crayons, pastel, 
chalk, pens, marks, curve, 
straight  

 portrait, self-portrait, line 
drawing, detail, landscape, 
seascape, building, pastels, 
drawings, line, bold, size, space. 

 Portrait, light, dark, tone, 
shadow, line, texture, pattern, 
form, shape, outline. 

 line, texture, pattern, form, shape, 
tone, smudge, blend, mark, hard, 
soft, light, heavy, portrait, graffiti. 

Mastering 
techniques – 
PAINTING 

 Mix, colour, brush, brush 
strokes  

 Primary /secondary /neutral 
/warm /cool colours, tints, 
shades, watercolour wash, 
sweep, dab, bold brushstroke,  

 Primary, secondary, tint, shade, 
abstract, emotion, warm, blend, 
mix, line, tone, fresco. 

 blend, mix, line, tone, shape, 
abstract, absorb, colour. 

Mastering 
techniques – 
SCULPTURE 

 model, join, pinch, roll, 
mould, sculpture, shape, 3D  

 sculpture, statue, model, work, 
work of art, 3D, sculptor, carving, 
installation, shapes, materials, 
pyramid, abstract, geometric. 

 Rectangular, concrete, terrace, 
architect, shape, form, shadow, 
light 

 form, structure, texture, shape,  

Mastering 
techniques – 
COLLAGE 

 fill, overlap, gap, cut   collage, squares, gaps, features, 
cut, place, arrange 

 Texture, shape, pattern, form, 
mosaic 

 shape, form, arrange, fix. 

Mastering 
techniques – 
PRINTING 

 print, cover, lift, press, place   colour, shape, printing, relief 
printing, objects 

 Line, pattern, texture, colour, 
shape, block/polystyrene printing 
ink, rollers. 

 pattern, shape, tile, colour, 
arrange, collagraph; 

Mastering 
techniques – 
TEXTILES 

 Wool, fabric, felt, texture   textiles, fabric, weaving, woven, 
alternate, over, under, 
decoration, running stitch, 
finishing stitch, thread, needle  

 Pattern, texture, colour, shape, 
stuffing, decoration 

 colour, fabric, pattern 

 


